
Auckland's Waikato River water source

1,000,000 1,400,000

Allows us to draw up to
150MLD from the river 
year round.

Refer to the information 
regarding the application 
for 150MLD in 2020.

This resource consent 
has been superseded by 
the resource consent 
granted in 2020 for 
100MLD.

Allows us to draw up to 250MLD from the river between 
May to September inclusive or if the river is above 
median flows during October to April.

The original 
treatment plant 
was designed to be 
expanded in stages. 
The Waikato 
pipeline has the 
potential to carry 
up to 225MLD.

Work has started on the design of the next 
Waikato Water Treatment Plant which will 
eventually treat up to 225MLD. We expect to 
have this plant operational in mid 2021, using 
the existing pipeline to Auckland. In future, a 
second Waikato pipeline will be required.
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We have agreed with Hamilton City Council to use 25MLD of 
the council's water allocation on a temporary basis. Allows us 
to draw 25MLD from the river between October and April 
when the river is between 163.53 and median flows.  

MLD = million litres a day

200MLD applied for
Purpose: supporting growth 

25MLD superseded
Purpose: increasing resiliency 

100MLD granted
Purpose: supporting growth 

25MLD granted
Purpose: responding to drought 

Updated November 2020.

On 30 June 2020, the Minister of the Environment announced that
Watercare’s 2013 application for 200MLD was a project of 
national significance. The application will be heard by a board of 
inquiry, with the process to be managed by the Environmental 
Protection Authority. We are reducing the volume we're applying 
for from 200MLD to 150MLD.

If approved, the consent granted in 2020 for 100MLD and the 
agreement with Hamilton City Council for 25MLD would cease. 

150MLD
Purpose: supporting growth 

Board of inquiry


